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Biography
By all accounts, Chef Benchawan Jabthong Painter (Chef G) is a young 
chef. But her experience in the kitchen goes as far back as she can  
remember. At the age of 6 years, she began helping make Central Thai  
classics from scratch with her grandmother in their neighborhood  
restaurant in the North Central Thai metropolis of Nakhon Sawan.  
She has never stopped cooking since. 

After working in a number of Bangkok restaurants and pastry shops, 
Benchawan met her husband Graham Painter and moved to Houston, 
TX with him 5 years later. She put her skills immediately to use at such 
lauded restaurants as Justin Yu’s Theodore Rex, and Saltair Seafood 
Kitchen. 

In August 2020, Chef Benchawan and Graham launched  “Street to 
Kitchen”, their East End Houson dream restaurant. Dedicated to 
unapologetic Thai staples, the restaurant has garnered fans and acclaim 
both regionally and internationally.  

In 2023, Chef Benchawan was awarded the title “Best Chef Texas” by 
the James Beard Foundation. And in 2022, Street to  Kitchen was 
awarded Culture Map Houston’s Tastemaker Awards “Restaurant  of the 
Year” and Chef Benchawan won the coveted “Rising Star Chef of the 
Year” award. Street to Kitchen is also listed in Eater Magazine’s “38 
Essential Restaurants Houston”, and made the Houston Chronicle’s 
“Best 100 Restaurants Houston” in the Top Ten. 

In May of 2023, Chef Benchawan and Graham have opened their second 
concept in Kemah with Choctaw native and chef/owner of eculent, David 
Skinner. Their tasting menu restaurant, th_prsrv (@thprsrv), traces the 
history and evolution of Choctaw and Thai fare through the ages and 
explores the cross-pollination of ingredients brought about through 
European trade.

https://streettokitchen.com/
https://streettokitchen.com/
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Street to Kitchen - New Digs - Q4, 2023
Houston’s newest James Beard Award winner will soon have a bigger, better space to share her 
“unapologetically Thai” cuisine with the world. Chef G and Street to Kitchen will relocate from its 
current home in an East End gas station to The Plant, a new development in the Second Ward. 
The acclaimed Thai restaurant is moving two miles west on Harrisburg Boulevard to the former home 
of Louie’s Italian American. Expected to open in November, the move will allow Street to Kitchen to 
seat approximately 100 guests — roughly triple its current capacity. 
Street to Kitchen will operate at its current location on Harrisburg until the new one is ready to open. 

https://www.streettokitchen.com/


Indigenous cuisine.  
Ancient techniques.  
Modern presentation. 
As Native American (Choctaw) and Thai native chefs, Chef G and 
Chef Skinner’s goal at Th_Prsrv is to spotlight the old world and 
bring forth an even newer world of progressive cuisine.  

From the Columbian era to the present, food has been largely 
dominated by European techniques and approach, leaving lots of 
native wisdom by the wayside. This is not just a journey of 
exploration, but also of the reverse colonialization of food. Come to 
Kemah and taste the vision for yourself.





Chef G in The Press



Ruth McCartney

McCartney Multimedia, Inc.


Los Angeles, CA

(310) 901-8166


ruth@mccartney.com

Media Contact &  
Appearance Inquiries

Chef Portal Page
Click Here

mailto:ruth@mccartney.com
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan
https://www.mccartneystudios.com/chef-g-benchawan

